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Slide design
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Slides do not just show data…

Important note: there are dos and don’t but no real right and wrong here…
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Slide design
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Basics?     Header, footer, design, page number

Order AnimationVisual elements

contrast 
Hierarchy 

Unity 
Whitespace 

Distance 
Flow

Timing 
Distance 
Direction 

Flow

Background 
Colour 
Text 

Figures

N. Duarte, slide:ology, O’Reilly Media, CA, 2008.

Why?        Communicate key message non-verbally
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Slide design
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Order

Contrast 
Hierarchy 

Units 
Whitespace 
Distances 

Flow

N. Duarte, slide:ology, O’Reilly Media, CA, 2008.

! Contrast Highlight important information 

! Flow Which info should be spotted first 

! Hierarchy Correlations between content 

! Units Which information below together 

! Distances/Order People do interpret meaning into positioning! 

! Whitespace Calms down, gives space to breathe
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Slide design: Visualize concepts

 29N. Duarte, slide:ology, O’Reilly Media, CA, 2008.
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 30N. Duarte, slide:ology, O’Reilly Media, CA, 2008.
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! Honest 
! Precise 
! Suitable plot type 
! Highlight key message 
! Keep it simple

! Axes labeled, legend 
! Readable! 
! Highlight important information 
! No tables with numbers 
! Uniform design: same colour for same parameter
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Slide design: visualise data
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N. Duarte, slide:ology, O’Reilly Media, CA, 2008.

35%

Slide design: visualise data
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N. Duarte, slide:ology, O’Reilly Media, CA, 2008.

35%

Slide design: highlight

GIVING A

Dr. Katharina Brassat

SCIENTIFIC ORAL PRESENTATION

Size Shape ColorIntensity Position
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N. Duarte, slide:ology, O’Reilly Media, CA, 2008.

35%

Slide design: hierarchy
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Slide design: Visual elements

 34N. Duarte, slide:ology, O’Reilly Media, CA, 2008.

Visual elements

Background 
Color 
Text 

Figures

! Background 
• Should never compete with content 
• Defines usable space 

! Text 
• Fond, size 
• As few as possible 
• NO typos!
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Slide design: Color
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Slide design
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Dark background: 

! Doesn’t influence lighting in the room 
! Cannot print slides 
! No shadow effects 
! Good in large rooms 
! Objects can glow

Bright background: 

! Positive feeling 
! Illuminates room 
! Printable  
! Small rooms 
! No spotlight on objects
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Slide design: Text reduction

 37N. Duarte, slide:ology, O’Reilly Media, CA, 2008.

Learning to Ride
• Put training wheels on the bike 
• Raise the training wheels so you wobble 
• Wear clothing and a helmet to protect 

yourself 
• Remove the training wheels and practice 

falling on the grass 
• Enjoy riding your bike wherever you 

need to go

Learning to Ride
• Put training wheels on the bike 
• Raise the training wheels so you wobble 
• Wear clothing and a helmet to protect 

yourself 
• Remove the training wheels and practice 

falling on the grass 
• Enjoy riding your bike wherever you 

need to go

Learning to Ride

• Training wheels 
• Wobble 
• Clothing 
• Grass 
• Go! 
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 38N. Duarte, slide:ology, O’Reilly Media, CA, 2008.

Animation

Timing 
Distance 
Direction 

Flow

! Not too much 
! Everyone loves movies - but attention: 

technical trouble + necessity 
! Build slides to guide the eye 

Slide design: Animation/dynamics
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Design a slide
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Create/improve one slide for your presentation!

Remember: 

• Audience 
• Key message 
• Story telling
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