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Effect of Pressure and Temperature on the Conductivity and Ionic
Dissociation of Water up to 100 kbar and 1000°C*
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The effect of pressure and temperature on the equivalent conductance of water is derived from recent
conductivity measurements. The results together with experimental data on the ionic conductivity of
water at temperatures up to lOOO°Cand pressures up to 100 kbar are discussed. The ionic product of water
and the corresponding thermodynamic data for water dissociation at high pressures and temperatures
are derived.

I. INTRODUCTION

The knowledge about the properties of liquids and
liquid solutions has been extended substantially during
the last years because of developments in high-pressure
techniques.
Shock-wave experiments=" and static measurements

of the ionic conductivity''-? of water at high pressures
and temperatures indicated that the ionic dissociation
of water increases steeply with rising pressure and
temperature. Recent conductivity measurements at
intermediate pressures" and the determination of the
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pressure and temperature dependence of the equivalent
conductance of water make it possible to deduce quan-
titatively the ionic products of water for a wide pressure
and temperature range.

II. CONDUCTIVITY OF WATER

The conductivity of pure water uw can be expressed
in terms of equivalent conductances, XH+ and XOH-,
and concentrations, CH+ and COH-, of the hydrated H+
and OH- ions:

(1)

The concentrations are related to the ionic product
Kwby

Kw= jH+jOH-CH+COH-.

The activity coeflicientsjH+ and jOH- are equal to 1 at
infinite dilution. An estimate shows that the value of
the activity coeflicients at 1 atm and 25°C correspond-
ing to the ion concentrations CH+=COH-= 10-7mole/Iiter
is .only 0.04% smaller than 1. The decrease of the
activity coeflicients caused by the higher ion concen-
trations at higher pressures and temperatures is like-
wise negligible within the experimental accuracy. For
similar reasons, the "limiting equivalent conductance
of water," Au)l=XH+O+XOH~, can be used, .neglecting
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corrections for finite ion concentrations. This gives for
the present purpose

logaw= 10gAwO+!logKw.

Values of Awo at temperatures up to 300°C and at
densities betweenO.75 and 1.1 g cm-a are available from
recent conductivity measurements on acids, bases, and
salt solutions at high pressures and temperatures.t=!
As shown by the different notations in Fig, 1, the
density or pressure dependence of Awo at constant
temperature is surprisingly small in the measured
range. An explanation for this unusual behavior results
from the assumption that the decrease of the "normal"
mobility of the H+ and OH- ions with pressure is just
compensated by the increase of the "extra" mobility,"

The temperature dependence of Awo may be fitted
by the equation

AwO(T) = 3.4X 1O-100oK/(T-17SoK) liters/ü- cm-mole, (3)

which is represented by the straight line in Fig. 1.
At lewer pressures and temperatures, where small

amounts of dissociating impurities make a direct
measurement of aw very difficult, some values of aw
are calculated from the available Kw values. The early
results of Noyes et al.12 and later measurements of
higher precision in the lower temperature rangel3-16

determined the variation of Kw along the coexistence
curve of liquid water and steam up to 306°C. The
increase of Kw with increasing pressure up to 2 kbar
at room temperature was measured by Hamann." The
corresponding aw values are shown by squares and

, triangles in Fig. 2.
At higher pressures and temperatures one principal

problem of static conductance measurements is still
the possible influence of impurities,

Gier and Young,"using a platinum cell with sapphire
insulators, therefore regarded their measured values only
as upper limits for the conductivity of pure water,
bearing in mind especially some possible contributions
from soluted and disassociated Al20a. Their values are
shown by open öircles in Fig. 2. Similarly Mangold's
measurements, shown by heavy dots in Fig. 2, repre-
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FlG. 1. Equivalent conductance of water at high pressures and
temperatures. Experimental values for different densities: t::,. at
0.75, • at 1.0, and 0 at 1.1 g cm-3 (from Refs. 9 and 10).

sent at least an upper limit for aw. From an experi-
mental point of view it seems that the good repro-
ducibility, found by Mangold! for his measurements
above 600°C and 6 kbar compared with the poor
reproducibility and time dependence below 300°C,
indicates that the conductivity in these measurements
above 600°C and 6 kbar was essentially because of the
dissociation of the water itself. .

In the highest pressure range, the conductivity
measurements under static pressures by Holzapfel
and Franck,? indicated by crosses in Fig. 2, can be
compared with shock-waveresults of different groups.v"
The mean values of Hamann and Linton" are indicated
by points with surrounding circles. Yukhnavech's
values' are represented by the open hexagons. The
larger scatter of the shock-wave data below about
400°C may possibly be explained by partial freezing
or by effects of the short measuring time, which could
be too small in this range of higher viscosity to attain
the equilibrium of the ionic dissociation. Since the
possible effect of impurities can be avoided in the shock-
wave experiments, these results may rather be con-
sidered as lower limits for aw.

Regarding all the experimental problems not only
of the shock-wave technique but also of the static
measurements at the highest pressures, it seems that
the agreement between both results is fairly good,

The density dependence of the different sets of
conductivity data can be interpolated by an equation
of the form

logaw(p, T) =[A+ (Bp/Po)] 10g(p/Po)+10gaw(Po,T).

(4)

'The slope at p=Po=1.0 g cm-3 results A+B=9.7±0.5.
The less well-determined curvature gives B=2.5±1.
The interpolating curves in Fig. 2 correspond to A =
7.2 and B=2.5 and indicate that no temperature
dependence of A or B is necessary within the present
experimental accuracy. The boundaries of the liquid
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Fm. 2. Conductivity of water rneasurernents at static high pressures: open eirc1es,Gier and Young8; filled eirc1eswith horizontal

and vertical error bars, Holzapfel and Franck"; filled eirc1es, Mangold." Shock-wave data: open eirc1e with dot, Harnann and Lin-
tonS; hexagon, Yuknavech.! Values calculated frorn Kw: filled squares, Noyes et al.12; filled triangles, Hamann."

phase are determined from the phase diagram't=" with
corresponding PVT data.22-28

III. IONIC PRODUCT

For densities between 0.5 and 1.8 g em-s, the pres-
sure dependence of logAwOis at least an order of mag-
nitude smaller than the pressure dependence of loguw.
A good approximation for the density dependence of
the ionic product Kw results therefore from the com-
bination of Eqs. (2) and (4) in the form

logKw(p, T) =2[A+ (Bp/Po)]log(p/po)+logKw(po, T).

(5)

The temperature dependence of logKw(po, T) at the
density Po=1.0 g cnr? can be derived in the lower-
temperature range from the Kw values along the
coexistence curve,12-16when the corrections for higher
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density use Hamann's results." These values are
shown in Fig. 3 by dots. Values of log Kw(po, T) at
higher temperatures are derived from the conductivity
data Fig. 2 using Eqs. (2) and (3). These points are
indicated in Fig. 3 by circles with estimated error bars.
These possible errors result from the uncertainty of

the conductivity measurements and above 300°C
additionally from the extrapolation of AwO. As suggested
by Fig. 1, it seems very plausible that the accuracy of
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Fm. 3. Ternperature dependence of 10gKw at constant density
p= 1.0 g crn-3 (Kw in square moles per square liter). Open eirc1es
are frorn atmospheric'v'F with corrections for constant density.
Filled eirc1es with vertical error bars, derived frorn conductivity
data; solid line, interpolated by Eq. (6); dashed line, interpolated
by Eq. (7).
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TABLEII. Thermodynamic quantities for the self-dissociation of water (referring to the molarity seale. Errors are estimated.)

At T=2SoC, P= 1 bar At T=SOQ°C
p= 1.0 g em-a

from literature from Eq. (7) from Eq. (7) Units

AUO 14.22±0.02 14.2±3 keal mole?

AVO 20.4& 21.3b 21.4±0.7 SS±S em3 mole-1

AG 19.099· 19.10±0.01 26.6±1 kcal mole=!

AB 13.617· 13.60±0.03 6±3 kcal mole='

ASpo -18.39· -18 .4S±O .12 -27±S cal deg-1 mole?

• Reference 17. b Reference 30. • Reference 16.

the extrapolation of logAufl even at lOOO°C is better
than ±0.2.

The full drawn curve in Fig. 3 interpolates the
experimental values and corresponds to

IogKw(,oo, T) = - (To/ T) + log ( 1+ 1()5-(1.8To/T»)

+10.30+logKwF. (6)
with KWF=Kw(1 atm, 25°C) = 10-14.000 mole'/liter and
To= 3063°K. The upward curvature of this interpola-
tion is not unreasonable and would correspond to an
increase of the dissociation energy t:J.uowith temper-
ature.

Nevertheless, within the present experimental ac-
curacy it is still possible to assume a constant disso-
ciation energy t:J.uo.This gives

t:J.UO/ R In10= 3108.0oK
and

logKw(,oo, T) = (- t:J.uo/RT ln10) + 10.450+ logKwF

(7)

which corresponds to the straight line in Fig. 3.
In Table I values of logKw from Eq. (5) plus

either Eq. (6) or Eq. (7) are compared with some
representative data from the literature. Estimated
error limits are added. Especially at lower temper-
atures, where the experimental errors are small, Eq.
(7) shows a clear superiority over Eq. (6). The differ-
ences at the higher temperatures give a measure of the
actual uncertainty.

Figure 4 finally results from Eq. (5) with Eq. (7)
by the use of PVT data22-28and the phase diagramllHI
from literature. Some isobars, coexistence curves,
error bars, and the earlier Kw values=-" are illustrated,
too.

The thermodynamic data for the ionic dissociation
of water can be derived, too, from Eq. (5) with either
Eq. (6) or Eq. (7). Using the standard convention
that the activity of water is 1 and Kw refers to the
molarityscale, the following definitions are obtained:

t:J.uo=RT2ln10(o logKw/iJT)p,
t:J.Vo=-RT In10(o logKw/op)T(op/oph',

t:J.Go=RT In10(logKw),

Mr=t:J.Uo+RT2ln10(iJ logKw/op)T(iJp/oT)p,
t:J.Spo= (t:J.Ho-t:J.GO)/T.

With the use of the PVT data for water from liter-
ature22-28 the above equations with Eqs. (5) and (7)
give the data of Table H. This table includes com-
parable data from literature16.17.29and an estimate of
the possible errors.

IV. DISCUSSION

The present knowledge of the conductivity of pure
water is shown in Fig. 2 with full regard to all the
uncertainties of the available experimental data. The
difference between the "interpolated curves" and some
of the shock-wave data at intermediate temperatures
seems to result from the proximity of these experi-
mental points to the freezing curve. Shock-wave experi-
ments along another Hugoniot curve, starting for
instance at 100°C, or further static measurements could
possibly resolve these uncertainties.

On the other hand, it appears that Eqs. (5) and (7)
together with the corresponding thermodynamic da ta
yield a better understanding of the particular temper-
ature dependence of log Kw along the coexistence curve
water-steam and of the physical significance of these
data than the earlier interpretations. Equation (5)
points explicitly to the density effects.

Finally, the pressure dependence of the conductivity
data and of the related Kw values may have indicated
how much such weak bonds as the hydrogen bridges
are influenced by high pressures and temperatures.
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